IN THE CLAIMS : / / 

Please caifcel Claims 1 to 9 and 15 to 21 and am&id Claims 24 to 26 as 
shown in the attached Appendix. The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as 
follows: 
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10. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method for halftoning image 
data for each of plural pixels, comprising the steps of: 

selecting one of plural threshold masks based on intensity of the image data 
for a target pixel plus an accumulated error; 

determining a halftone output value for the target pixel based on a 
comparison between a threshold in the selected threshold mask and the image data plus 
accumulated error for the target pixel; and 

diffusing error between the halftone output value and the image data plus 
accumulated error for the target pixel, the error being diffused to pixels adjacent the target 
pixel; 

wherein each thresholding mask has only a limited number of threshold 
values, with each different one of the plural threshold masks being provided for a different 
segment of the input intensity range. 

11. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method according to Claim 
10, wherein a separate threshold mask is provided for each and every input intensity value. 
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12. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method according to Claim 
10, wherein the spread of values in each threshold mask varies based on its corresponding 
intensity level. 

13. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method according to Claim 
12, wherein the spread increases at each intensity range corresponding to formation of 
artifacts. 
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^ 14. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method according to Claim 

U1 

ii 13, wherein at intervening non-integral fractions of the intensity range, the spread is 

ru 

3 reduced. 

22. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method for halftoning image 
data for each of plural pixels, comprising the steps of: 

determining a halftone output value for a target pixel based on a comparison 
between a threshold and the image data plus accumulated error for the target pixel; 

diffusing error between the halftone output value and the image data plus 
accumulated error for the target pixel; 

wherein error is diffused according to error diffusion weights provided for 
each different segment of the range of input intensities including a segment at a mid- tone 
segment. 
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23. (Unamended From Previous Version) A method according to Claim 
22, wherein weights in the mid-tone segments are selected so as to decrease the tendency of 
the error diffusion process to form regular checkerboard patterns. 



24. (Amended) An apparatus for halftoning image data for each of plural 
pixels, said apparatus comprising means for performing the functions specified in any of 
Claims 10 to 14 and 22 to 23. 



W 25. (Amended) An apparatus for halftoning image data for each of plural 

jjj pixels, comprising: 

FU 

x a program memory for storing process steps executable to perform a method 

fll according to any of Claims 10 to 14 and 22 to 23; and 

m 

2 a processor for executing the process steps stored in said program memory. 



26. (Amended) Computer-executable process steps stored on a computer 
readable medium, said computer-executable process steps for halftoning image data for 
each of plural pixels, said computer-executable process steps comprising process steps 
executable to perform a method according to any of Claims 10 to 14 and 22 to 23. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants respectfully direct the Examiner's 
attention to the documents listed below and on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 
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These documents were cited in prior parent Application No. 09/184,551 and 
might be deemed pertinent for the reasons given there. The Examiner is respectfully 
directed to the Patent and Trademark Office files for review of these documents. See 
MPEP § 609. Additionally, the Examiner is requested to indicate that this information has 
been considered by initialing the appropriate portion of the attached form PTO-1449. 



